Selections regarding the worship
of the early church from:

The Acts of the Apostles

AND

The Didache

AND

The First Apology of Justin Martyr



Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)

The Fellowship of the Believers

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon
every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in
common. 45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by
day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.



The Didache
(c. 1%t or 2" Century)

Chapter 7. Concerning Baptism

And concerning baptism, baptize this way: Having first
said all these things, baptize into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Matthew
28:19 in living water. But if you have not living water,
baptize into other water; and if you can not in cold, in
warm. But if you have not either, pour out water thrice
upon the head into the name of Father and Son and
Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast,
and the baptized, and whatever others can; but you
shall order the baptized to fast one or two days before.

Chapter 8. Concerning Fasting and Prayer (the
Lord's Prayer)

But let not your fasts be with the hypocrites; Matthew
6:16 for they fast on the second and fifth day of the
week; but fast on the fourth day and the Preparation
(Friday). Neither pray as the hypocrites; but as the



Lord commanded in His Gospel, thus pray: Our Father
who art in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come. Your will be done, as in heaven, so on
earth. Give us today our daily (needful) bread, and
forgive us our debt as we also forgive our debtors. And
bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one (or, evil); for Yours is the power and the glory
forever. Thrice in the day thus pray.

Chapter 9. The Thanksgiving (Eucharist)

Now concerning the Thanksgiving (Eucharist), thus
give thanks. First, concerning the cup: We thank you,
our Father, for the holy vine of David Your servant,
which You made known to us through Jesus Your
Servant; to You be the glory forever. And concerning
the broken bread: We thank You, our Father, for the
life and knowledge which You made known to us
through Jesus Your Servant; to You be the glory
forever. Even as this broken bread was scattered over
the hills, and was gathered together and became one, so
let Your Church be gathered together from the ends of
the earth into Your kingdom; for Yours is the glory and
the power through Jesus Christ forever. But let no one
eat or drink of your Thanksgiving (Eucharist), but they



who have been baptized into the name of the Lord; for
concerning this also the Lord has said, Give not that
which is holy to the dogs. Matthew 7:6

Chapter 10. Prayer After Communion

But after you are filled, thus give thanks: We thank
You, holy Father, for Your holy name which You
caused to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the
knowledge and faith and immortality, which You made
known to us through Jesus Your Servant; to You be the
glory forever. You, Master almighty, created all things
for Your name's sake; You gave food and drink to men
for enjoyment, that they might give thanks to You; but
to us You freely gave spiritual food and drink and life
eternal through Your Servant. Before all things we
thank You that You are mighty; to You be the glory
forever. Remember, Lord, Your Church, to deliver it
from all evil and to make it perfect in Your love, and
gather it from the four winds, sanctified for Your
kingdom which You have prepared for it; for Yours is
the power and the glory forever. Let grace come, and
let this world pass away. Hosanna to the God (Son) of
David! If any one is holy, let him come; if any one is
not so, let him repent. Maranatha. Amen. But permit



the prophets to make Thanksgiving as much as they
desire.

Chapter 11. Concerning Teachers, Apostles, and
Prophets

Whosoever, therefore, comes and teaches you all these
things that have been said before, receive him. But if
the teacher himself turn and teach another doctrine to
the destruction of this, hear him not; but if he teach so
as to increase righteousness and the knowledge of the
Lord, receive him as the Lord. But concerning the
apostles and prophets, according to the decree of the
Gospel, thus do. Let every apostle that comes to you be
received as the Lord. But he shall not remain except
one day; but if there be need, also the next; but if he
remain three days, he is a false prophet. And when the
apostle goes away, let him take nothing but bread until
he lodges; but if he ask money, he is a false prophet.
And every prophet that speaks in the Spirit you shall
neither try nor judge; for every sin shall be forgiven,
but this sin shall not be forgiven. But not every one that
speaks in the Spirit is a prophet; but only if he hold the
ways of the Lord. Therefore from their ways shall the
false prophet and the prophet be known. And every



prophet who orders a meal in the Spirit eats not from it,
except indeed he be a false prophet; and every prophet
who teaches the truth, if he do not what he teaches, is a
false prophet. And every prophet, proved true, working
unto the mystery of the Church in the world, yet not
teaching others to do what he himself does, shall not be
judged among you, for with God he has his judgment;
for so did also the ancient prophets. But whoever says
In the Spirit, Give me money, or something else, you
shall not listen to him; but if he says to you to give for
others' sake who are in need, let no one judge him.



THE FIRST APOLOGY OF
JUSTIN
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CHAP. LXV.—ADMINISTRATION OF THE
SACRAMENTS.

But we, after we have thus washed him who has been convinced and has assented to our teaching,
bring him to the place where those who are called brethren are assembled, in order that we may
offer hearty prayers in common for ourselves and for the baptized [illuminated] person, and for all
others in every place, that we may be counted worthy, now that we have learned the truth, by our
works also to be found good citizens and keepers of the commandments, so that we may be saved
with an everlasting salvation. Having ended the prayers, we salute one another with a kiss.(3) There
is then brought to the president of the brethren(4) bread and a cup of wine mixed with water; and he
taking them, gives praise and glory to the Father of the universe, through the name of the Son and
of the Holy Ghost, and offers thanks at considerable length for our being counted worthy to receive
these things at His hands. And when he has concluded the prayers and thanksgivings, all the people
present express their assent by saying Amen. This word Amen answers in the Hebrew language to
genoito [so be it]. And when the president has given thanks, and all the people have expressed their
assent, those who are called by us deacons give to each of those present to partake of the bread and
wine mixed with water over which the thanksgiving was pronounced, and to those who are absent
they carry away a portion.



CHAP. LXVI.—OF THE EUCHARIST.

And this food is called among us E ukaristia (5) [the Eucharist], of which no one is allowed to
partake but the man who believes that the things which we teach are true, and who has been washed
with the washing that is for the remission of sins, and unto regeneration, and who is so living as
Christ has enjoined. For not as common bread and common drink do we receive these; but in like
manner as Jesus Christ our Saviour, having been made flesh by the Word of God, had both flesh
and blood for our salvation, so likewise have we been taught that the food which is blessed by the
prayer of His word, and from which our blood and flesh by transmutation are nourished, is the flesh
and blood of that Jesus who was made flesh.(6) For the apostles, in the memoirs composed by them,
which are called Gospels, have thus delivered unto us what was enjoined upon them; that Jesus took
bread, and when He had given thanks, said, "This do ye in remembrance of Me,(7) this is My
body;" and that, after the same manner, having taken the cup and given thanks, He said, "This is My
blood;" and gave it to them alone. Which the wicked devils have imitated in the mysteries of
Mithras, commanding the same thing to be done. For, that bread and a cup of water are placed with
certain incantations in the mystic rites of one who is being initiated, you either know or can learn.

CHAP. LXVII.—WEEKLY WORSHIP OF THE CHRIS-
TIANS.

And we afterwards continually remind each other of these things. And the wealthy among us help
the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the
Maker of all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on the day called
Sunday, (1) all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of
the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then, when the reader
has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Then
we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and
water are brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to
his ability,(2) and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each, and a
participation of that over which thanks have been given,(3) and to those who are absent a portion is
sent by the deacons. And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what
is collected is deposited with the president, who succours the orphans and widows and those who,
through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers
sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need. But Sunday is the day on
which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God, having wrought
a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day
rose from the dead. For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn (Saturday); and on the
day after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciples,
He taught them these things, which we have submitted to you also for your consideration.
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